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Abstract: 

Global propylene demand growth was relatively strong at 
4.9 percent in 2016, down slightly from the 5.3 percent 
achieved in 2015, which was partly supported by 
restocking of some derivatives after the rush to deplete 
inventories which occurred in late 2014 as a result of the 
sudden slump in crude oil prices. 

 

Propylene demand into acrylic acid is the fastest growing 
of the major derivatives.  The acrylic acid market has 
become turbulent however, with rapid capacity expansion 
in some countries causing production to stagnate and 
indeed fall in other regions. 

 

Acrylic acid is used in a diverse range of applications 
including construction, automotive, packaging, health and 
personal care products.  This broad range of applications 
results in demand growth at marginally higher than GDP 

 

The main characteristic of super absorbent polymers is 
their ability to absorb and retain high levels of saline liquids 
which are comparable to bodily fluids.  Consequently, the 
predominant use for these polymers are in hygiene items 
including diapers, feminine hygiene products and adult 
incontinence products; hygiene markets account for more 
than 95 percent of global demand in 2016.   
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Chapters 3 to 4 are segmented by key geographic region: 

 North America 

 South America 

 Western Europe 

 Central and Eastern Europe 

 Middle East and Africa 

 Asia Pacific 
 
Each region/country is further segmented by: 

 Consumption: Assesses historic and forecast consumption; 
forecasts are based on projections of end use and economic 
activity.    

 Supply:  Includes a list of all producers, their production capacity, 
location, etc, and discussion of the status of new projects. 

 Supply, Demand and Trade: Provides historical analysis and 
forecasts to 2035 of consumption, production, imports/exports, 
inventory build-up/decline, capacity and capacity utilization.  
 

This analysis will identify the issues shaping the industry, as well as 
provide an independent appraisal of the market. 

NexantThinking
TM

 Online Database includes supply, demand and trade 
analysis for over 41 countries. 
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Subscription to Propylene & Derivatives: Volume III includes: 

 One hard copy of the report  

 12 month access via the NexantThinking website, to:  

o Unlimited downloads of soft copy reports 

o Downloadable data in excel from the online database 

 Consultation time with the project team  

 Webinar presentation highlighting key developments in the 
industry (scheduled July 2017) 

Customized subscriptions are available by product and/or geography. 
 
Other reports available in the Propylene & Derivatives 2017 series 

include: 

 Volume I: Propylene, Polypropylene 

 Volume II: Cumene, Phenol, Acetone, BPA, Polycarbonates 

 Volume III: Acrylic Acid, Super Absorbent Polymers 

 Volume IV: Propylene Oxide, IPA, Acrylonitrile  

 Volume V: Oxo Alcohols: 2-EH, i-Butanol, n-Butanol 

                      For more information, please visit us at: http://thinking.nexant.com 
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NexantThinking reports and subscription programs 

provide clients with comprehensive analytics, forecasts 

and insights for the chemicals, polymers, energy and 

cleantech industries. Using a combination of business and 

technical expertise, with deep and broad understanding 

of markets, technologies and economics, NexantThinking 

provides solutions that our clients have relied upon for 

over 50 years. 

 
Global in scope, Nexant serves its clients from over  30 
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