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Petroleum and Petrochemical Economics program.  

This report provides an in-depth analysis of the 
styrenics chain including:  

 Styrene 

 Polystyrene (GPPS/HIPS) 

 Expandable Polystyrene (EPS) 

 Acrylonitrile Butadiene Styrene (ABS) 

 Styrene Butadiene Rubber (SBR) 
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Abstract: 

Global styrene consumption grew to 29 million tons in 
2016.  Growth in recent years has been flat as modest 
recovery in North America and Western Europe is in 
contrast to slowing growth in China and contraction in 
South American and Eastern European markets.  

  

Polystyrene, the main end-use for styrene, accounting for 
37 percent of styrene demand in 2016 has shown minimal 
growth since 2000, as a result of inter-polymer competition, 
consumer behaviour changes and technology 
development.  Polystyrene continues to be challenged by 
competition from other polymers and feedstock costs, thus 
the growth outlook for polystyrene remains modest and 
below global GDP.  Styrene demand into polystyrene is 
forecast to grow with a CAGR of around one percent from 
2016-2025. 

 

Global styrene consumption is forecast to grow at an 
average annual rate of around two percent through 2035.  
The high growth areas, ABS, EPS and SBR, are all 
forecast to grow at rates of around two to three percent.   
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Chapters 3 to 7 are segmented by key geographic region and 
further segmented by: 
 Consumption: Assesses historic and forecast consumption; 

forecasts are based on projections of end use and 
economic activity.    

 Supply:  Includes a list of all producers, their production 
capacity, location, etc, and discussion of the status of new 
projects. 

 Supply, Demand and Trade: Provides historical analysis 
and forecasts to 2035 of consumption, production, 
imports/exports, inventory build-up/decline, capacity and 
capacity utilization.  
 

This analysis will identify the issues shaping the industry, as well 
as provide an independent appraisal of the market. 
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