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Report Abstract: 

A variety of feedstocks are used for petrochemicals production.  Petrochemical feedstocks are generally produced 

from the refining of crude oil or the processing of natural gas.  Recently, alternative process routes utilising coal, 

biological hydrocarbons and unconventional natural gas, particularly shale gas, have gained more attention as 

potential feedstock sources.  The war in Ukraine caused an inversion in normal pricing relationships in Europe, as 

the cost of gas-based feedstock soared, and liquids-based cracking economics improved due to the high value of 

gasoline related co-products. 

Over 90 percent of all petrochemical products are made from seven chemicals.  These chemicals are referred to as 

primary petrochemicals, basic petrochemicals, or petrochemical building blocks. The primary petrochemicals from 

which the vast majority of petrochemical products are derived are: 

▪ Olefins - Ethylene, propylene and butadiene 

▪ Aromatics - Benzene, toluene and para-xylene. 

▪ Syngas (a mixture of carbon monoxide and hydrogen) – used to make methanol which is increasingly becoming 

important as a source of olefins (and very recently, aromatics). 

Conventional Petrochemical Feedstock Sources  
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Chapters 3 to 5 are segmented by key region: 

▪ North America 

▪ South America 

▪ Western Europe 

▪ Central Europe 

▪ Eastern Europe 

▪ Middle East  

▪ Africa 

▪ Asia Pacific 

Each region/country is further segmented by: 

▪ Consumption: Assesses historic and forecast 

consumption; forecasts are based on projections of end 

use and economic activity.     

▪ Supply:  Includes a list of all producers, their production 

capacity, location, etc., and discussion of the status of 

new projects. 

▪ Supply, Demand and Trade: Provides historical analysis 

and forecasts to 2045 of consumption, production, 

imports/exports, inventory build-up/decline, capacity and 

capacity utilization.  

 

This analysis will identify the issues shaping the industry, as well 

as provide an independent appraisal of the market. 
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