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Market Insights: Recycled Polyester - 2021 is one in a series of reports published as part 
of NexantECA Markets & Profitability program. 

NexantECA’s upcoming Market Insights report provides a comprehensive review of the global recycled polyester 
market, including supply by mechanical method and chemical processses (glycolysis and methanolysis/hydrolysis) 
and demand in bottle, fibre and others. The following scope is covered: 

▪ Discussion regarding key market drivers and constraints for each region 

▪ Markets for nine regions: North America, South America, Western Europe, Central Europe, Eastern Europe, 

Middle East, Africa, Asia Pacific, and China 

▪ Competitiveness analysis, including competitive landscape, major suppliers and cost competitiveness 

▪ Price forecasts with commentary regarding latest trends 

▪ Forecast period: 10 years history and 15 year forecast to 2035 

Along with the written report, data is provided in Excel including capacity listings for major suppliers 

To be Published: May 2021 

Report Abstract: 

Recycling production and development of recycling technologies have been driven by economics and increasingly 

the sustainability agenda.  On the global level, polyester is almost exclusively produced via the virgin process of PTA 

esterification. Recycling capacity accounts for a modest percentage, mostly via the mechanical method.  The scale 

of chemical recycling process is rather limited to date.  

Step changes in recycled polyester consumption are largely driven by legislation, followed by consumer pressure 

and brand owner response. The collection infrastructure, funding, governmental and societal backing remain the key 

success factors.  Asia, the United States and Western Europe are the dominant global markets, however the 

consumption pattern varies markedly between bottle and fibre across these regions.  

Consistent quality and availability of  bottle flakes and textiles remain the challenge in the recycled polyester value 

chain. While bottle bales are generally commoditised in most markets, bottle flakes are differentiated by the level of 

purity and colour.  Flake quality is a key consideration for recyclers as it dictates recycled polyester product quality 

and thus its potential applications.  
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Each region section in Chapter 3 includes: 

▪ Market Overview  

▪ Market Drivers  

▪ Market Constraints  

▪ Competitive Landscape  

▪ Supply and Demand  

 

For additional analysis on polyester, please refer to: 

▪ Market Analytics: Polyester and Intermediates - 2020 

▪ Profitability and Price Forecast: Polyester and 

Intermediates - 2020 

Report License Details: 

Access to Market Insights: Recycled Polyester - 2021 

is via a report license agreement and includes: 

▪ 12 month access to the PDF report via NexantECA 

website, with unlimited downloads of PDF reports 

▪ Excel file 

▪ Consultation time with the project team 
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NexantECA Subscriptions & Reports provide clients with comprehensive analytics, forecasts and insights for the chemicals, 

polymers, energy and cleantech industries.  Using a combination of business and technical expertise, with deep and broad 

understanding of markets, technologies and economics, NexantECA provides solutions that our clients have relied upon for over 

50 years. 

The Markets and Profitability program tracks over 60 feedstocks, petrochemicals, polymers, chemical intermediates and 

fertilizers on an ongoing basis and provides regularly updated reports covering all commercial aspects of these global industries.  

The accompanying database, provides global analysis and forecasts in two major inter- related areas: Markets and Profitability. 

NexantECA serves its clients from over 10 offices located throughout the Americas, Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Asia. 
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