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Market Insights: Polyisobutylene - 2020 is one in a series of reports published as part of 
Nexant Energy & Chemicals Advisory Markets & Profitability program. 

NexantECA’s upcoming Market Insights report provides a comprehensive review of the global polyisobutylene 
market, and is segmented by 

▪ Low molecular weight conventional-polyisobutylene (Low MW C-PIB) 

▪ Medium/high molecular weight conventional-polyisobutylene (Medium/High MW C-PIB) 

▪ Highly reactive-polyisobutylene (HR-PIB)  

 The report includes: 

▪ Discussion regarding key market drivers and constraints for each region 

▪ Supply, demand trade for nine regions: North America, South America, Western Europe, Central Europe, 

Eastern Europe, Middle East, Africa, Asia Pacific, and China 

▪ Competitiveness analysis, including competitive landscape, who’s who of suppliers and cost competitiveness 

▪ Price forecasts with commentary regarding latest trends 

▪ Forecast period: 10 years history and 15 year forecast to 2035 

Along with the written report, data is provided in Excel including global capacity listings. 

Published: August 2020 

Report Abstract: 

Polyisobutylene (PIB) are a class of polymers/oligomers of various 

molecular weights.  PIB is typically produced by the 

polymerization of high purity isobutylene or high concentration 

isobutylene.  Product properties and grades are controlled by feed 

purity, catalyst type and concentration, and reaction temperature.   

Conventional PIB grades occupied close to 60 percent of the 

market.  Lubricant additive is the key end-use for conventional 

PIBs, though its share in overall conventional PIB demand is much 

lower than that for HR-PIB. 

North America and Western Europe are the largest consumers of 

PIB, with mature value chains.  PIB demand is driven by the 

development of automotive, construction, pharmaceuticals and 

consumer sectors that are all associated with economic growth.  

PIB finds growing demand in adhesives and sealants owing to its 

tackiness and stability, which makes it ideal for various hot melt pressure sensitive adhesives.  Additionally, moisture 

resistance, high degree of elongation and good adhesion properties to multiple substrates make it useful for sealants.          

Operating rates have been relatively low as various end-use demand 

forecast such as C-PIB replacing brightstock and increasing demand 

of fuel and lubricants has not materialised.   

Operating rates have been gradually improving despite new capacity 

coming online mainly in the Asia Pacific (excluding China) region, as 

growing local demand quickly absorbed the new supply within the 

region.  In the near term, no major new capacity addition is expected 

which will support higher operating rates.  Longer term, additional 

speculative capacity is expected.   

 

Global Polyisobutylene Demand, 2020 

 

       Global C-PIB Supply and Demand 

 

Lube Additives
42%

Fuel Additives
17%

Adhesives and 
Sealants

11%

2-Stroke Engine 
Oils
5%

Industrial Lubricants / 
Metal Working Fluids

9%

Emulsifier for 
Explosives

1%

Roofing / Wire 
Coatings

1%

Chewing Gum
1%

Other
13%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

20
21

20
22

20
23

20
24

20
25

20
26

20
27

20
28

20
29

20
30

20
31

20
32

20
33

20
34

20
35

O
pe

ra
tin

g 
R

at
e

T
ho

us
an

d 
to

ns

Production Consumption Total Capacity Operating Rate

mailto:Markets@NexantECA.com
http://www.nexanteca.com/


 

Market Insights: Polyisobutylene - 2020 
 

 

Copyright © 2000-2020 NexantECA, the Energy and Chemicals Advisory company 

Table of Contents: 

1. Executive Summary 

2. Introduction 

2.1. Overview 

2.2. Key End-Use Markets 

3. Market Outlook 

3.1. Asia Pacific (excluding China) 

3.2. China 

3.3. North America 

3.4. South America 

3.5. Western Europe 

3.6. Central Europe 

3.7. Eastern Europe 

3.8. Middle East  

3.9. Africa 

4. Pricing Outlook 

5. Cost Competitiveness 

6. Market Summary 

6.1. Porters Five Force 

 

 

Each region section in Chapter 3 includes: 

▪ Market Overview  

▪ Market Drivers  

▪ Market Constraints  

▪ Competitive Landscape  

▪ Supply and Demand  

 

A detailed Table of Contents is available on 

NexantECA.com 

For related reports, please refer to: 

▪ Market Analytics: Butadiene and Derivatives  

▪ Profitability and Price Forecast: Butadiene 

▪ Profitability and Price Forecast: Refined Products 

Report License Details: 

Access to Market Insights: Polyisobutylene - 2020 is 

via a report license agreement and includes: 

▪ 12 month access to the PDF report via NexantECA 

website, with unlimited downloads of PDF reports 

▪ Excel file 

▪ Consultation time with the project team 
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NexantECA Subscriptions & Reports provide clients with comprehensive analytics, forecasts and insights for the chemicals, 

polymers, energy and cleantech industries.  Using a combination of business and technical expertise, with deep and broad 

understanding of markets, technologies and economics, NexantECA provides solutions that our clients have relied upon for over 

50 years. 

The Markets and Profitability program tracks over 60 feedstocks, petrochemicals, polymers, chemical intermediates and 

fertilizers on an ongoing basis and provides regularly updated reports covering all commercial aspects of these global industries.  

The accompanying database, provides global analysis and forecasts in two major inter- related areas: Markets and Profitability. 

NexantECA serves its clients from over 30 offices located throughout the Americas, Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Asia. 
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